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Re: Charges Against Mike Bergen and Mike Pharris 
 

Dear Mr. Suetholz: 
 
 On September 18, 2023, I received the Report and Recommendation of the IBT Hearing 
Panel (“Panel Report”) appointed to hear the charges against Local 166 members Mike Bergen 
and Mike Pharris. Pursuant to Paragraph 33 of the Final Agreement and Order (“Final Order”), 
approved on February 17, 2015, in United States v. International Brotherhood of Teamsters, et. 
al., 88 Civ. 4486 (LAP), I write to notify you of my determination that the Panel’s Report and 
Recommendations with respect to Bergen and Pharris are “not inadequate.”   

 
I. Background 
 

The Charge Report against Bergen and Pharris was issued by the Independent Disciplinary 
Officer on May 22, 2023, and adopted by General President O’Brien on May 24, 2023.  On June 
22, 2023, the Panel conducted a hearing on the charges with respect to Bergen and Pharris, and, 
on September 18, 2023, the Panel rendered its decision in a written opinion.  On October 11, 2023, 
I received submissions from counsel for Pharris regarding the adequacy of the Panel Report’s 
findings.1  On October 13, 2023, and October 20, 2023, I received the IIO and IBT’s responses, 
respectively.  On October 26, 2023, I held a hearing with the parties regarding the adequacy of the 
Panel’s Report and Recommendations.  

 

 
1 Mr. Bergen declined to appear in the disciplinary proceeding.  See Hearing Transcript dated June 22, 2023 (“June 
22nd Hearing Tr.”) at 6-7:16-2.  There were no submissions provided to me on behalf of Bergen. 
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In addition, I have reviewed the Charge Report and its exhibits, the post-hearing briefs 
submitted to the Panel, the hearing transcript as well as the exhibits submitted to the Panel during 
the hearing. 

 
II. The Independent Review Officer’s Findings 

 
Local 166 represents members involved in several industries throughout California, 

including the construction and liquor trades.  In January 1999, Mike Bergen became Principal 
Officer of Local Union 166 located in Southern California.  See IIO Charge Report dated May 22, 
2023 (“IIO Charge Report”) at 9. Bergen held that position until December 2022.  Id.  Mike Pharris 
has been a Teamster for over 42 years and has held several positions as an officer within the union 
and served as President of Local 166 for 15 years.  See June 22nd Hearing Tr. at 60:15-24.  In 
2022, Pharris took over as Local 166’s Secretary-Treasurer.  Id.   

 
In December 2017, while Bergen and Pharris were both officers of Local 166, Rome Aloise 

was suspended from his positions as International Vice President, President of Joint Council 7 and 
Secretary-Treasurer of Local 853 for two years.  See In the matter of Rome Aloise, Disciplinary 
Decision of the Independent Review Officer, December 22, 2017 (“2017 Disciplinary Decision”); 
IIO Exhibit 3.   

 
During his suspension, Aloise attended and participated in labor and contract negotiations 

involving Local 166.  For example, in November 2019, while working for the Cal Fed and Building 
Trades, Aloise attended a meeting at Local 166’s offices related to the construction of a proposed 
high-speed rail line connecting Los Angeles to Las Vegas.  See IIO Charge Report at 9-10.  
Additionally, in 2018 and 2019, Aloise attended several liquor industry meetings on behalf of 
Teamsters to negotiate compensation terms with employers.  Id. at 10-12.     
 

The IIO charged that Begen and Pharris enabled and permitted Aloise to circumvent the 
2017 Disciplinary Decision by attending meetings with him and transporting him to those meetings 
in violation of IBT Constitution, Art. II, Sec. 2(a) (bringing reproach upon the union); IBT 
Constitution, Art. XIX, Sec. 7(b)(2) (violation of the oath of office and oath of loyalty); and IBT 
Constitution, Art. XIX Sec. 7(b)(5) (conduct which is disruptive of, interferes with, or induces 
others to interfere with, the performance of the union’s legal or contractual obligations.) 

 
Following a hearing on these charges, the IBT Panel sustained certain of the charges against 

Bergen.  See Panel Report at 4 and 5.  However, the Panel found the evidence was insufficient to 
sustain the charges against Pharris. Id. at 4, 5 and 6. 

 
A. Bergen 

 
I find that the Panel appropriately considered the evidence to reach its findings against 

Bergen.  It was clear based on the record that Bergen attended the November 2019 meeting with 
Aloise involving the construction of the high-speed rail line at the local.  I also agree with the 
Panel’s conclusion that Teamster business was discussed at the meeting and was sufficient to 
demonstrate that Aloise’s participation went beyond merely attending as a representative of a trade 
association.  Additionally, the evidence showed that Bergen ordered other Teamster members to 










































