
INDEPENDENT DISCIPLINARY OFFICERS 
1515 North Courthouse Road, Suite 330  

Arlington, VA 22201 
Telephone (571) 347-1055 

Email:  info@idoiio.org 
Corruption Hotline (800) CALL-472 

  
 
Independent Review Officer                 Independent Investigations Officer 
Hon. Barbara S. Jones (Ret.)          Robert D. Luskin, Esq.  
 

       February 28, 2022 

Via Electronic Mail 

James P. Hoffa 
General President 
International Brotherhood of Teamsters 
25 Louisiana Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20001 
 

Re: Charges Against Michael Philbeck and Ron Merrifield 
 

Dear General President Hoffa: 
 
 On January 26, 2022, I received the Report and Recommendations of the IBT Hearing 
Panel (“Panel Report”) appointed to hear charges against Local Union 651 members Michael 
Philbeck and Ron Merrifield.  On February 21, 2022, I notified the IBT of my determination that 
the Panel Report was “inadequate” with respect to the penalty in this matter.  On February 23, 
2022, I received the IBT’s response, which addressed the deficiencies previously identified. 
 
 Based on the February 23rd response, I find the Panel’s decision to be “not inadequate.” 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Hon. Barbara S. Jones (Ret.) 
Independent Review Officer 

 
cc: Bradley T. Raymond 
 Robert D. Luskin 
 David Kluck 
 Daniel Healy 
 Local 651    






	Philbeck and Merrifield Amended Decision.pdf
	Adequacy Determination Local 651.pdf
	I. Background
	A. Charge Report
	B. The IBT Hearing and Report
	C. Submissions

	II. The Independent Review Officer’s Findings
	A. Charge I (Philbeck): Embezzlement
	B. Charge II (Philbeck): Breach of Fiduciary Duty
	1. Vacation Payments
	2. Christmas Breakfast
	3. Transition and Bank Account Information
	4. The Facebook Account
	It is clear from the record that after leaving office in 2018, Philbeck failed to turn over control of Local 651’s Facebook account to the newly elected officers.  However, a final judgment on these claims has already been issued by a federal court. ...

	C. Charge 3
	D. Penalties

	III. Conclusion





